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The Cruel KNIGHT, 
The Fortunate Farmer's Daughter. 
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In Three FN 
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How the noble Knight riding by a Farmer's Houſe 
when his Wife was in Travail; the Knight knowing 
the & zus and Planets, looking in a Book, read that 
the Farmer's Daughter, that was born that Hour, 
was to be his Lady and Bride; and how the cruel 
Knight got the Child from her Parents, and flang 
it into a River; but by good Fortune the Child 
was taken up by a Fiſh:rman alive, who brought 
her up 'till ſhe was eleven Years of Age. 


How the Fiſherman was at an Inn with ſome Gen- 


tlemhn, and the cruel Knight was in the ſame Com- 


pzuy, who ſeeing this young Girl come in, asd 


the Fiſherman if ſhe was his own, who told all the 
Vory, and how the Knight got the Girl away, and 
contrived her Death a fecond Time, and how he 
Was prevented. | | 7 


I. How the Knight contrived hex Death the third 


Time, but her Life was ſaved by ſh&wing the Knight 


2 Ring that he had flung into, the Sea, Which the 


Knight ſeeing, found it was in vain to firive againſt 


Lady, with other Things worthy of Note. 


— 


ſed and Enter d according to Order, 
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P\ Fortune; ſo he married her, and made her his 
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In little Lime after he quickly grew poor: 
(  Hetrove ah that E2could, but alas could not thrive; 
Not hardiv cou Ref bis poor Abhldren alive. 
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But if you will mind, a ftrange VVonder. I'll tell. 


Did lookin a Book which did puzzle his mind. / 
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PART *. 
N famous York City a Farmer did dwell: . 
| VVho was belov'd by his Neighbours full well; 


o 


He had a VVife that was virtuous and fair, 4 
And by her he had a young Child every Vear- 

In ſeven Years Time fix Children they had, 
VVhich made both the Father and Mother's Heart 
But in a little Time, as we do hear ſay, (lad; 
This Farmer in VVealth and in Stock did decay. 


-;Althouzh that once he had Riches great Store, 


YO. 


But Children comes faſter than Silver or Gold, | 
For his VVife ſhe conceived again, as Jam told, 
And when the Time came in hard Travail ſhe fell, 


A rich noble Knight he did chanced to ride by, 
And hearing this VYoman to ſcriek and to, <7379 © 
He being well Learned in Planets and..Signs,” 


För the more he did 190k, ſtill he more he did red 
And found that the Fates this young Child had decreed 
Who was born in that Houſe, that ſame Hour & Lich 
He ſound it ag ſhe that muſt be his ſweet Bride. 
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But judge how the Knight was diſturb'd in Mind. 
VVhen he ia at Book his own Fortune did ang 
He quickly rode home, but was ſorely oppreſs d. 
From that very Moment he could have no Rell... 
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All Night he did tumble and toſs in his Bed, 
And very ſtrange Projects hid run in his Head; 
Then he was reſolved very quickly indeed, 
To alter that Fortune heound was decreed. 

With a murdering Hear: the next Morning he arole, 
Then to the Houle of the. Farmer he goes, 
Then asked the Man with a Heart fuil of Spite, 
the Child was alive that was born the laſt Night. 
1: jt Worthy Sir, ſays the Farmer, alt ho I am poor, 

had one born laſt Night, and tx long feſo re: 
Four Sous and three Daushters I now have alide, 
"Which are all in good Health, and likely ta thrive. 
cart! The Knight he reply'd, If that ſeven you have, 
lad: Lt me have the youngeſt, Ill keep ber moſt brave; 
7, For you very well one Dargbter may party” fo 
„ Iich if you will grant, I will make ber my Hir. 
. For F am a Knight of a noble Degree, 
riv® "Ant if you will part with the Child unto me, N 
al three hundred Pounds unto you I wilt giue, 
= | When 1 from your Hands your Daughter reteive. 

} The Father and Mother, with Tears in their Ey85, 
ell, | Did hear this kind Proffer, and was in Sarprize:, - 
n. ad ſeeing the Knight was ſo noble and Shy, 

Preſented the Infant unto him that xy. 
16 But they | {pike to him with-VVerds vers: mid, 

| e Feſzech you, kind Sr, be kind to au füll! 
lot need not Fear it, the Knight he did R 
tor 1 will maintain her molt gallant and , he” 

Des with this ſweet Baby Lens bs ad 48545 578 


Until that he came to a broad River Sides 
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Vith Cruelty bent, he reſolved indeed. 


* * 


10 ron the young Infant that Moment with Speed. 
Sars he, If you live, you needs miſt be my Hife, 
4 Zam reſolved to bereave you of Life 5 3 
a 1. Fell you are dead, Jus other can have, 
tee ſore you ball lie in a watry Graue. 
a peakigg theſe VVords, the ſame Moment they , 
ae the sheet Babe in the Rivo” — Waaitanin=) 
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And being well pleaſed when this he had done, 
Did 4eap on his Horſe, and did. quickly ride hom 
But mind how good Fortune did for her provid 
For the Child was drove ſafe on her Back by the Tide 
Where was a Man fiſhing, as Fortune would have, 
Who faw the Child floating upon a falt Wave. 
| He ſoon took her up, but be was in « Maze.= | 
| He kiſs'd her, and bleis'd her, and on her did gaze 
And being he had ne'er a Child in his Life, [ 
| He preſently carried her home to his Wife. 
Bis Wife ſhe was pleaſed the Child for to ſee, 
And ſaid, Ay acer Husband be ruled by me; 
Since we have no Child, if yeu'll "let me alone, 
We'll keep this ſweet Baby and call it our own. 
The Good Man coniented, as | have been told, 
And ſpared for neither good Silver nor Gold; 
Uncil ſhe was 8ged eleven full Years, 
And then her ſweet Beauty began to appear. 


PART I. wo 
HE Fiſherman he was one Time at an Inn, * 
With ſeveral Gentlemen drinking with him; 
His VWViſe fent the Girl to call the Good Man Home 
| Bat when ſhe.4did into the Dringing-Room come 4 
The Gentlemen all were amazed to fee, | 
+ The Fiſhermin's Daughter ſo full of Beauty: 
They asked him patiently, if ſhe was his own, 7 
VVhso:told the whole Story before he went Home 
A Twas a fiſping. within my own Bound, "i 
One Monday Morning, this ſweet Baby I found ,, © 
*7:5 eleven Years paſt ſince her life I did ſave, 
Or elſe ſhe had lain in a watry Grave. 1 
The cruel Knight was in the ſame Company, 
Anck hearing the Fiſherman tell the Story, 4 
Vas vexd at the Heart to ſee her alive, 
Aud hoy to "deſtroy her, again did contrive. -*' 
Then fpoke to the Good Man, and to him he % 
hat you wi art with this pretty young Maid, 
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With Sword, or with Poilon, that very fame Night 
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Tl give you what your Heart can deviſe, 


For fhe in good Time to great Riches ſhall xiſe. 7 
Ihe Fiſherman aniwer'd him with a modeſt Grace, | 
I cannot unleſs my dear Wife was in Place | 


Set firſt ber Conſent, you thall have it of ine, 
And then to go with you, good Sir, he: is free. 


He got the Wife's Leave, and the Girl with him 


But little they thoöght of his cruel Intent: (went, 


He kept her a Month very bravely, they ſay, 
And then he contrived tö make her away. 
For he had a Brother in fair Lancaſhire, 
A noble rich Man, worth two thouſand à Tear; | 
He ſent tbis young Girl then unto him with Speed, | 
In Hopes he would act a molt barbarous Deed: = 
He ſent a Man with her, likewiſe, as they lay, - 
But as they Cid ed ot an inn by the Way, y;, 
A Thief in the Hovyie, with- amevil intent, 1 4 4 
To rob the Port magful immediately went. 


But the Thief was amazed when he could not finds | 
And ſoon put an End to the deſperate Deed: | © 


No Cloaths, Gold or Sitver, or ought to his: Mind, 
The cruel Knight wrote to his Brother that Day, 
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But only a Letter, the which he did read. 
To make the young innocent Damſel away, 


And not let her live till the next Morning Light. 

When the Thief read the Letter, he had is much 
To tear it, and write in the very ſame Place, (Grace, 
dear Brother, Feceive this your; Maiden rom me., 
And urins her up well, as\g Lady ſhould be 

Let her be eſtee med, dear Brother, I pra, 
Cet Servants attend her by Night and by Day? 
For frets a Lady of noble. great Worth; CE 
A nobler Lady ne er iv'd in the North. DS” 
wi Dome good 2 ws Brother, 1 pro 3 ; 

for the ſame will ſufficiently pay 3 | 

So, loving Brother, my: Letter Tend, * © 


ubſcr bing my ſelf, your dear Brother and r iend 4 
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The Maid and her Servant were both innocent, 
And onward their Journey, next Morning they went; 
Before the Sun-ſet, to the Knight's they did come, 
Where theServant did leave her, and ſo return'd Home. 

The Gir! was attended moſt bravely indeed, 
With Men and with Maids to. ſerve at her Need, 
Where ſhe did continue a whole 12 Months Space, 
| Till this crgel Knight did come to the Place. 
As hean&fiis Brather togszther dt til, es 
| He ſpy'd the dy in 1 7 alk ; 

py 57 young Lady in the Garden to walk ; 

| She-look'dFnoſt beautiful, pleafant and gay, 
5 Like to fair Aurora, the Goddeſs of May. 
q He was in a Paſſion when her he did 'ſpy, 
| And ſaid very angeriy, Brother, oh! why, 
| Pray did not you do as in a Letter I writ ? 
His Brother reply'd, I ig dene every Bit. 
Ne, no, ſays the Knight, ik l hu, Lſee, 
| * Therejore Me ſpall back again go with me i 
But his Brother did ſhew him the Letter that Diy 
Then he was amazed, but nothing did ſay. 


© "Hoe PART III. 3 
"COON after this Knight took this Maiden away» 
= And with her did ride, till they came to the Sea; 
#74 hen looking upo her with Anger and Spite, 
ie ſpoke to the Virgin; and bid her alight. 
The Maid from her Horſe immediately went, 
And trembling to think. what it was that he meant. 
Ne er tremble, (aid he, for this Hour's your laſt, 
Then pull off your Claaths, I command you itt hafte. 
The Virgin with Tears on her Knees did reply, 
Oh what bave I done, Sir, that now 1 mult die? 
0b! let me hut m, how I did you offend ? 
ll Rudy each Hof to make you Amenas. 
| {4 Oh! ſpars hat my Life aud I'll wander the Earth, 
nd never come near you while I have Breath. 
Febearing this pitiful, Moan ſhe did make, 
rom his own Finger a Ring he did take; 
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And then to this Maiden, in Anger did ſay, 
This Ring in the Water Ill now throw away - 
Pray look on it well, for the Poſey 1s plain, 
And when you ſee it, may know it again. 
I charge you for Life, ne er come in my Sight, 
For if that you do, 1 ſhall owe you a Spite 
Unlejs you bring the ſame Ring unto me, 
With that he did let the Ring drop in the Sea. 
Which when he had done, from the Maid he did go, 
And left her to wander in Sorrow and Woe: 
dhe rambled all Night, and at laſt did eſpy, 
A homely Cottage, and tot did hie | 
Being hungry and cold, with Heart full gf Grief, 
She went to this Cottage, and ask'd for Relief: 
The People reliev'd her, and the very next Day, 
They got her a Service, as I do hear lay. A 
At a Nobleman's Houſe, not far from that Place. 
Where ſhe did behave herſelf with modeſt Grace: 
She was a Cook- Maid, and forgot all Things paſt, 
But here is a Wonder nowcomes at the lalls 
„ | As ſhea Figi Dnner was dreſſing one Day; 
And opening the Head of a Cod, as they fay, - 
She found a rich Ring, and was ſtruck in a Maze, 
nd ſhe with Wonder upon it did gaze. 
And viewiug it well, ſhe did find it to be, 
The very ſame Ring the Knight threw in the Se: 
She ſmill'd when ſhe ſaw it, and bleſt her kind Fate; = 
But to no Creature the Secret did relate. Y 
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The Maid in her Place, all Maids did excell, bs 
t. That the Lady took Notice, and lik d her ſo well, 
Said, That ſhe was born of ſome noble Degree 

And took her, her own chief Companion to be. 

he hard hearted Knight to this Palace he came; 

A uttle Time after, with Perſons of Fame: 

Bat was ſtruck to the Heart, when he there did behold, 

This charming young Virgin in Trappings of Gold. 
Ihen he askd the Lady to grant him a Boon, 


And ſaid, "Twas to walk with that Virgin alone, _ 
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The Lady conſented, and told the young Maid, 
Who quickly agreed, but was lore!y afraid. 
When firſt he did meet her, Thou Strumpet, ſaid he 
Pray, did not I charge yz t more to jee me ? f 
7 his Hour's your lat, ro the World bid, Guod Night, 
For being ſo bold to appearꝶn my Sight. ; 
Says the, In the Sea, Si”, you flung your own Ring, 
And bid me ne er ſee you, uuleſs I could bring 
That Ring unto you, and I have it, ſaid ſhe, 
Be hold, tis the ſame that was flung in the Sea. 
When the Knt. favs the Pang, he did fly to her Arms, 
He kiſs'd her, and ſwore ſh: had a Million of Charms: 


1715 in wain to alter what Fate does decree ; 
| 


Bud now ſhe's a Lidy bo pallant and gay. 
= | „ Pirerts did hafte, 


The Farmer's young Daughter a Lady to be. 
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